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Continuing on from this interm report, the said Expert
Committee conducted a survey study on earthquake
models directly below the Southern Kanto Region and
the extent of the area which might be expected to
suffer considerable damage in the occurrence of such
an earthquake, and published the findings of its studies
in August 1992,

This report reveals that there is no doubt that the
occurrence of an earthquake directly below the said
region will become increasingly imminent from now
on, and that the extent of the area which might be
expected to suffer an earthquake equivalent to an inten-
sity of six or more on the Japanese scale of seven, for
which earthquake disaster prevention countermeasures
need to be devised with particular priority and which
could cause considerable damage if the earthquake
were to occur directly underground, extends over six
prefectures and the metropolitan region.

Moreover, it becomes clear from these two reports
that (1) an earthquake directly underground is extremely
difficult to predict under current circumstances, (2)
that it is not possible to specify any single forecast
epicentre region, and (3) that, according to earthquake
models in the latest report, the region which is forecast
to suffer an earthquake equivalent to an intensity of
six or more on the Japanese scale of seven in the event
of occurrence of a single earthquake directly under-
ground would be characterized as having an approxi-
mate radius of around 30km, although it could be even
more localized.

(2)The level of adoption of earthquake countermea-
sures until now in the Southern Kanto Region

For earthquake countermeasures in the Southern Kanto
Region, diverse countermeasures are now being devised
by relevant disaster prevention organizations on the basis
of the “Essentials of Earthquake Disaster Countermeasures
for Larger Cities” (May 1971) and the “Contemporary
Promotion of Urgent Disaster Prevention Countermeasures”
(May 1983) decided hitherto by the Central Disaster
Prevention Council, as well as others such as operational
plans for disaster prevention by designated administrative
organs etc. and regional disaster prevention plans dy relevant
prefectures etc. (earthquake disaster countermeasure
versions). As well as these, the Outline of Emergency
Countermeasure Activities against Earthquake Disaster in
the Southern Kanto Region (decided by the Central
Disaster Prevention Council in December 1988) has been
determined in order to establish comprehensive emergency
countermeasures ranging over a wide area beyond the
disaster-stricken prefectures and with effective cooperation
between relevant organizations in the event of occurrence
of a large-scale earthquake.



